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This volume comprises sixteen papers on the development of Brisbane as an urban centre from the 1860s. The 
provision of public utilities such as water supply, power and transport saw the introduction of new technology 
and the rise of the professional engineer. However, the politics of the day did not always allow these 
developments a smooth path. Vignettes of some of Brisbane’s early manufacturing industries are included. 
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• The arrival of a profession: How the engineer reached 

Brisbane, by Ray Whitmore 
• Cleansing waters: The battle for the Enoggera catchment pine 

trees, by Bill Oliver 
• The politics of Brisbane’s early water-supply schemes, by 

John Laverty 
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• And then there was light ... in Brisbane, by Jim Simmers 
• Lightning: And there was darkness in Brisbane, by Doug 

Mercer 
• Battle lines: The struggle for public electricity supply in 

Ipswich, 1917 to 1967, by Doug Mercer 
• Electricity sales and promotions: Brisbane 1920s to 1950s, by 

Jan King 
• The South Brisbane Gas & Light Co. Ltd: An abridged 

history, by Brian King 
• From boots to ballet shoes: The story of the Thomas Dixon 

Centre, by Judith A. Anderson 
• Rise and decline of the toy industry in Brisbane, by Marjory 
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The volume contains over 170 pages with illustrations, notes, bibliography and index. The ordinary price is $35 and 
the price for BHG members is $25. 
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